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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,
May the peace of the Lord be with you all!

Once again we enter into the Holy Season of Lent. It is a
period of Grace and Purification. Mother the Church
extends an invitation to all her children, to come to the
fountain of life, a life of conversion and growth in Christ. |
am just bringing some of the points given by Holy Father
Benedict XVI in his letter to the Church for this Lenten
period.

The Lenten period, which leads us to the celebration of
Holy Easter, is for the Church, a most valuable and
important liturgical time. As She awaits the definitive
encounter with her Spouse in the eternal Easter, the
Church community, assiduous in prayer and charitable
works, intensifies her journey in purifying the spirit, so
as to draw more abundantly from the Mystery of Redemption
the new life in Christ the Lord (cf. Preface | of Lent).
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The theme of the Pope’s message was taken from the Letter
to the Colossians: “You were buried with him in baptism,
in which you were also raised with him.” Pope Benedict
says that Lent is a special time for people either to prepare
for baptism or to strengthen the commitment to following
Christ originally made at baptism. The fact that in most
cases baptism is received in infancy highlights how it is a
gift of God: No one earns eternal life through their own
efforts.

In his message, Pope takes the year's Lenten Sunday
Gospels and used them to draw lessons and states that
this would be helpful in making the Lenten journey toward
Christian conversion.

The Gospel account of Jesus’ victory over temptation in
the desert is an invitation to become aware of our own
fragility in order to accept the grace that frees from sin
and infuses new strength. The story of Jesus meeting the
woman at the well is a reminder that all people, like the
woman, desire the “water” of eternal life - the water
offered by Jesus can irrigate the deserts of our restless
and unsatisfied soul until it ‘finds rest in God,” as St.
Augustine said. The Gospel account of Jesus healing the
man born blind is a sign that Christ wants not only to give
us sight, but also to open our interior vision so that our
faith may become ever deeper and we may recognize him
as our only savior. The story of the raising of Lazarus of
the fifth Sunday of Lent, reminds Christians that their
destiny is eternal life with God, who created men and
women for resurrection and life.
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By immersing ourselves into the death and resurrection
of Christ through the Sacrament of Baptism, we are moved
to free our hearts every day from the burden of material
things, from a self-centered relationship with the “world”
that impoverishes us and prevents us from being available
and open to God and our neighbour. In Christ, God revealed
himself as Love (cf. 1Jn 4: 7-10). The Cross of Christ, the
“word of the Cross”, manifests God’s saving power (cf. 1Cor
1: 18), that is given to raise men and women anew and
bring them salvation: it is love in its most extreme form
(cf. Encyclical Deus caritas est, n. 12).

Through the traditional practices of fasting, almsgiving
and prayer, which are an expression of our commitment
to conversion, Lent teaches us how to live the love of Christ

in an ever more radical way.

Fasting, which can have various motivations, takes on a
profoundly religious significance for the Christian: by
rendering our table poorer, we learn to overcome
selfishness in order to live in the logic of gift and love; by
bearing some form of deprivation — and not just what is in
excess — we learn to look away from our “ego”, to discover
Someone close to us and to recognize God in the face of so
many brothers and sisters. For Christians, fasting, far
from being depressing, opens us ever more to God and to
the needs of others, thus allowing love of God to become
also love of our neighbor (cf. Mk 12: 31).
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In our journey, we are often faced with the temptation of
accumulating and love of money that undermines God’s
primacy in our lives. The greed of possession leads to
violence, exploitation and death; for this, the Church,
especially during the Lenten period, reminds us to practice
of almsgiving — which is the capacity to share. The idolatry
of goods, on the other hand, not only causes us to drift
away from others, but divests man, making him unhappy,
deceiving him, deluding him without fulfilling its promises,
since it puts materialistic goods in the place of God, the
only source of life. How can we understand God’s paternal
goodness, if our heart is full of egoism and our own
projects, deceiving us that our future is guaranteed? The
temptation is to think, just like the rich man in the
parable: “My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by
for many years to come...”. We are all aware of the Lord’s
judgment: “Fool! This very night the demand will be made
for your soul...” (Lk 12: 19-20). The practice of almsgiving
is a reminder of God’s primacy and turns our attention
towards others, so that we may rediscover how good our
Father is, and receive his mercy.

During the entire Lenten period, the Church offers us
God’s Word with particular abundance. By meditating and
internalizing the Word in order to live it every day, we
learn a precious and irreplaceable form of prayer; by
attentively listening to God, who continues to speak to
our hearts, we nourish the itinerary of faith initiated on
the day of our Baptism. Prayer also allows us to gain a

. Dineesean Nowe Lillen || 4 || Manek 2011




new concept of time: without the perspective of eternity
and transcendence, in fact, time simply directs our steps
towards a horizon without a future. Instead, when we pray,
we find time for God, to understand that his “words will
not pass away” (cf. Mk 13: 31), to enter into that intimate
communion with Him “that no one shall take from you”
(Jn 16: 22), opening us to the hope that does not disappoint,
eternal life.

In synthesis, the Lenten journey, in which we are invited
to contemplate the Mystery of the Cross, is meant to
reproduce within us “the pattern of his death” (Ph 3: 10),
so as to effect a deep conversion in our lives; that we may
be transformed by the action of the Holy Spirit, like St.
Paul on the road to Damascus; that we may firmly orient
our existence according to the will of God; that we may be
freed of our egoism, overcoming the instinct to dominate
others and opening us to the love of Christ. The Lenten
period is a favourable time to recognize our weakness and
to accept, through a sincere inventory of our life, the
renewing Grace of the Sacrament of Penance, and walk
resolutely towards Christ.

Through the personal encounter with our Redeemer and
through fasting, almsgiving and prayer, the journey of
conversion towards Easter leads us to rediscover our
Baptism. This Lent, let us renew our acceptance of the
Grace that God bestowed upon us at that moment, so that
it may illuminate and guide all of our actions. What the
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Sacrament signifies and realizes, we are called to
experience every day by following Christ in an ever more
generous and authentic manner. In this our itinerary, let
us entrust ourselves to the Virgin Mary, who generated
the Word of God in faith and in the flesh, so that we may
immerse ourselves — just as she did - in the death and

resurrection of her Son Jesus, and possess eternal life.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB.D.D
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

05 Sat M  Gathering, Legion of Mary, Cathedral

06-07 Hyderabad

09 Wed M  Ash Wednesday, Mass, Cathedral

10 Thu M Women’s Day Celebration, VSSS, Vellore
12 Sat M  TANCEAN Meeting, Chennai

13 Sat M Confirmation, Z. Guddalore

19-22 Personal Retreat

23-24 Monthly Recollection

VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Monthly Recollection — March

The dates for the Monthly Recollection for the Month of
March : 23 Evening to 24%" Afternoon
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2. Priests’ Sanctification day — 19.04.2011

Chrism Mass is an occasion to manifest our solidarity with
the Local Ordinary and our participation in the Priesthood
of Christ whose representative the Local Ordinary is. |
request you to be present for the whole day. Our Chrism
Mass for this year will be on 19* April, 2011 and following

will be the programme of the day:

09.30 a.m. - Arrival & Coffee

10.00 a.m. - Conference

11.00 a.m. - Coffee

11.30 a.m. - Adoration & Confession

01.00 p.m. - Lunch

05.30 p.m. - Concelebrated Mass, Cathedral

08.00 p.m. - Supper & Departure

I request all the fathers to attend this day without fail.

3. Diocesan Way of the Cross — 10.04.2011

There will a Diocesan Way of the Cross at Madha Hill,
Chetpet on 10" April 2011. The newly-erected Stations of
the Way of the Cross around the Hill will enkindle our
piety and devotion to this para-liturgical service. | request
all the parish priests to inform your parishioners about
this diocesan programme well in advance and encourage
them to participate in the same.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy
Vicar General
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PASTORAL CENTRE

Mission Sunday Collections - 2011

The following religious houses and institutions have not
yet sent the Mission Sunday Contribution.l
request them to send the same to CPC before 15™ March
2011.

St.John de Britto Convent, Allikondapattu
Infant Jesus Convent, Ulliampakkam
Presentation Convent, Tukkapet

St.Joseph's Convent, C. Nammiandal

1.

2

3

4

5. St. Joseph's Hospital, C. Nammiandal

6. Auxilium Convent, Gandhi Nagar

7. Sacred Heart Home, Gandhi Nagar

8. St. Louis Convent, Gengapattu

9. St. Annee's Home fot the Aged, Kondasamuthiram

10. St. John's English School, Gudiyattam

11. Deepam Salesian Sisters, Jamunamarathur

12. St. Thomas Hospital & Leprosy Centre,
Jamunamarathaur

13. Sacred Heart Convent, Atthipet

14. St. Joseph Convent, Mission Compound, Katpadi

15. Servite Convent, Mekkalur

16. Christ the King Convent, Nelliankulam

17. St. Mary's Convent, Pathiavaram
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18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Fr.

Sacred Heart Convent, Susainagar

Sister of the Destitute, Perumanam

Nirmala Hirudaya Home, Shenpakkam

Sacred Heart Convent, Thachampadi

St. Theresa's Convent, Theresapuram

Little Flower Convent, Thirumalai

St. Antony's Convent, Thirumalpadi

Mazzerallo Home, Tirupattur

Social Dervice Centre, Tirupattur

Seva Missionary Sister Familly of Nazareth Convent,
Bommikuppam

St. Benedict's Convent & School of Nurshing, Adaiyur

St. Louis Convent, Tiruvettipuram

Bon Secours Convent, Santhimedu

New Jerusalem & Counseling Centre, Santhaimedu

Immaculate Heart of Mary Convent, Udayendiram

Mary Maxxarello Home, Sagayathottam

Santhi Sagaya lllam, Uriurkuppam

Sacred Heart Teacher Training Institute, Vandavasi

St. Antony's Convent, Veeralur

St. Luke's Home, Vellore

Holy Cross Convent, Veppoor

St. Anne's Convent, Nedungunam

S.Malaiyappan

Director, CPC.
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VANDAVASI VICARIATE

B.Ed B.E
S. | Vicariate / e/ DA BBA Regular TOTAL
No Parish DIE/ BCA MBA College Total | AMOUNT
MCA MBBS Course RS.
Msw
01. | Cheyyar 01x1000 [ 03x1000 M 4,000
02. | Japthikarani 01x1000 | 03x1000 | 11x600 15 | 10,600
03. | Mazhuvankarunai | 04x1000 | 03x1000 | 04x1000 | 16x 600 7 | 20600
04. | Nallur 06x1000 | 08x600 14 10,800
05. | Nelliankulam 03x1000 [ 02x1000 05x 600 10 8,000
06. [ Theresapuram | 02x1000 | 04x1000 | 05x1000 | 13x600 yl! 18,800
07. | Thirumalpadi 01x1000 [ 01x1000 | 02x1000 | 02x600 06 5,200
08. | Vandavasi 02x1000 [ 05x1000 [ 05x1000 | 11x600 YA] 18,600
TOTAL 13x1000 | 19x1000 | 25x1000 | 66x600 123 96,600
VELLORE VICARIATE
B.Ed B.E
S. | Vicariate / e/ DA BBA Regular TOTAL
No Parish DIE/ BCA MBA College Total | AMOUNT
MCA MBBS Course RS.
Msw
01. | Assumption 03x1000 | 03x1000 | 09x1000 | 15x600 K| 24,000
Cathedral
02. [ A. Kattupadi 04x1000 | 02x1000 | 08x 1000 | 05x600 19 17,000
£ Dinersean Masss Letlen || 10 || Menek 2011



03. | Bagayam 01x1000 04x1000 | 02x600 07 6,200
04. | Christianpet 07x1000 [ 02x1000 |01x1000 | 06x600 16 13,600
05. | Gandhi Nagar ~ {01x 1000 | 03x1000 | 02x1000 | 04x600 10 8,400
06. | Gudiyatham 05x1000 05 5,000
07. | Kaniyambadi 13x1000 | 01x1000 [05x1000 | 05x600 2 | 22000
08. | Katpadi 05x1000 | 02x1000 | 05x600 12 | 10,000
09. | Old Town 02x1000 | 05x600 07 5,000
10. | Pallalakuppam {01 x 1000 02x1000 | 04x600 o 5,400
11. | Pallikonda 02x 1000 01x1000 03 3,000
12. | Sathuvachary ~ [01x 1000 02x1000 03 3,000
13. | Shenpakkam 01x1000 | 02x1000 | 11x600 14 9,600
14. | Veppoor 01x1000 | 01x1000 |02x1000 | 10x600 14 10,000

TOTAL 34x100 | 17x1000 | 47x1000 | 72x600 171 |1,42,200
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1. Family Commission

On 29%" and 30" January, marriage preparation classes
were conducted at Vaniyambadi Parish for Tiruppattur
Vicariate. 20 boys and girls participated in the programme.
Sr. Stella Ruby and Mrs. Kavitha from Trichy conducted
the programme. Rev. Fr. Irudayasamy coordinated the
programme and the vicariate fathers dealt with Church
Laws regarding the marriages and on other related
subjects. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Augustin Nathan V.F. for his
encouraging support. The members received the

certificates at the end of the course.

Marriage preparation classes were conducted on 19* and
20" February at Assumption Cathedral for the Vicariate
youth. Sr. Stella Ruby from Trichy together with Mrs.
Kavitha conducted the classes.

First day Fr. Irudayasamy dealt with on Church Laws on
marriage and he also spoke other important practical points
connected to marriage life. He was very much appreated
by the participants for his talks. Second day Sr. StellaRuby
and Mrs. Kavitha conducted the programme. At. 3.pm there
was special Mass for the participants. 106 members were
present and Rev. Fr. Kulandaiyesu V.F. distributed

certificates to the participants after the mass.
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Sincere thanks and appreciation to Rev.Fr. Kulandaiyesu,
V.F. for his support and encouragement. Special thanks to
Rev. Fr. Leo, Vicariate co ordinator for his involvement. |
also thank Fr. Edwin, Assistant Parish Priest, deacon Yesu
Prabu and to the catechists and all who cooperated for
this programme.

Fr. K.S. Gnana Jyoti
secretary
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4. Tirupattur Vicariate
Mary Immaculate Girls’ Hr. Sec. School - Tirupattur

There will be an Entrance Test to the students (Girls
studying in 5" std only) to be admitted in VI std on 13t
March 2011. | request all the parish priests to inform your
parishioners about this entrance test and send the girls
with your recommendation letter. Please ask them to be
prepared in the following subjects for the test: Tamil,
English and Mathematics (5" Std)

Sr. Amali, FMA
Superior & Headmistress

Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. P. Alexander 06.03.1997
Birth Day

Rev. Fr. S. Jeyaseelan 01.03.1959
Rev. Fr. A. Octavious 03.05.1951
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Rev. Fr. L. Ramesh 07.03.1977
Rev. Fr. S. James 10.03.1974
Rev. Fr. A. Pathrose 18.03.1946
Rev. Fr. J. Jayaprakasam 24.03.1957
Rev. Fr. L. Christu Raj 24.03.1978
Rev. Fr. Joseph M Selvaraj 31.03.1954
Intentions

Let us pray that nations of Latin America may walk in
fidelity to the Gospel and be bountiful in social justice

and peace

Let us also pray that the Holy Spirit may give light and
strength to the Christian communities and the faithful
who are persecuted or discriminated against because of

the Gospel

Calendar

07 Mon St. Perpetua and St. Felicity

08 Tue St. John of God

09 Wed Ash Wednesday

13 Sun First Sunday of Lent

19 Sat St. Joseph, Solemnity

20 Sun Second Sunday of Lent

25 Fri Annunciation of the Lord, Solemnity
27 Sun Third Sunday of the Lent
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Necrology

Rev. Fr. Francis Schlooz SDB 20.03.1998
Rev. Fr. M.Arockiasamy 22.03.1990
Rev. Fr. Angelo Codello SDB 23.03.1990
Rev. Fr. Y.l. Abraham 29.03.1995
RIP

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
Mrs. Sampooranamary, beloved mother of Fr. A. Maria
Antony, Bishop's Secretary, Vellore, who died on 20" Feb
2011 at Perunduraipet.

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
Mrs. Lilly Mary, beloved mother of Fr. John Stephen, St.
Joseph Priests' Home, Sathuvacharry, who died on 21st
Feb 2011 at Othiyathur.

In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of
Mr. Aseervatham, beloved father of Fr. Bernard Velankanni,
Parish Priest, Sathuvachari, who died on 28" Feb 2011 at
Vandavasi.
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